POISONOUS SNAKES

Three snakes had been brought in to me by Badawin,
the smallest a rather beautiful black and white barred
shalthum, which was found to be a new species of colubrid;
the second was very much alive and in consequence did not
engage my immediate interest; the third was a dololat, a
hideous monster only nineteen inches long and as squat
as a bun with bold V-shaped markings along his back and
an enormous flat head - an African puff-adder. Every day
one such was brought in, which suggests it must be the
commonest snake in the mountains. It is a sluggish mover
and deadly poisonous, so those who walk through the
undergrowth here do well to move warily, though to
pursue a charaxes butterfly (those I got were the only
known specimens of this African type to have been found
in Arabia), head in air, is to forget perils underfoot.

In disembowelling this adder - its body contained seven-
teen tapeworms which deceived me for a time -1 suddenly
felt a sharp sting on my finger and had an uncomfortable
hour or so afterwards lest, despite my precaution in using
tongs, some inward part of the snake were poisonous and
I had not been sufficiently careful. No ill effects followed,
however, aftd I decided that a spot of formalin had touched
a part of my hand where there must already have been a
slight abrasion.

The mountaineers will not eat hyeiia pr fox; and eggs,
chicken and all manner of birds are* also under a strict
taboo1 like frogs and snails in England. What is or is not
permissible to eat throughout the southern * borderland of
Arabia varies from place to place* Except for the sedentary
townsfolk and this central group of tribes with non-Arabic

11 am informed that chicken, eggs and fish are not eaten by tribesmen
in the Medina area.
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